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May 1, 2017
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 209. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr.

CORKER) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 371, to make technical changes
and other improvements to the Depart-
ment of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017; as follows:

On page 6, beginning on line 9, strike
“and” and all that follows through line 17
and insert the following:

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;’’;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the
following new paragraph:

‘“(2) an assessment of the operational,
structural, and doctrinal differences between
the military and civilian infrastructures of
the United States and United Nations and
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and’’.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 1, 2017, AS
“SILVER STAR SERVICE BANNER
DAY”

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged from further consideration of
and the Senate now proceed to the con-
sideration of S. Res. 135.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 135) expressing sup-
port for the designation of May 1, 2017, as
“Silver Star Service Banner Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of April 24, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

135) was

————

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AUTHORI-
TIES ACT, FISCAL YEAR 2017, IM-
PROVEMENTS ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 371 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 371) to make technical changes
and other improvements to the Department
of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Corker
amendment at the desk be agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 209) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To require that the comparative
report on peacekeeping operations include
an assessment of the operational, struc-
tural, and doctrinal differences between
the military and civilian infrastructures of
the United States and United Nations and
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates)

On page 6, beginning on line 9, strike
“and” and all that follows through line 17
and insert the following:

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;”’;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the
following new paragraph:

‘“(2) an assessment of the operational,
structural, and doctrinal differences between
the military and civilian infrastructures of
the United States and United Nations and
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and”’.

The bill (S. 371), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

S. 371

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017,
Improvements Act’.

SEC. 2. OVERSIGHT BY COMMITTEES ON APPRO-
PRIATIONS.

(a) OMNIBUS DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND
ANTITERRORISM ACT OF 1986.—Section 104(a)
of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act of 1986, as added by sec-
tion 101 of the Department of State Authori-
ties Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-
323), is amended by inserting ‘‘and the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and
the House of Representatives’ after ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON EMBASSY CONSTRUC-
TION CosTs.—Section 118(a) of the Depart-
ment of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year
2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives’” after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees”.

(c) OVERSIGHT OF AND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
PEACEKEEPER ABUSES.—Section 301(a) of the
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Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by
inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of
Representatives’ after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees”.

(d) WORKFORCE RIGHTSIZING REPORT.—Sec-
tion 405(c) of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-323) is amended by inserting ‘‘and the
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives’ after ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees”.

(e) CONSULAR IMMUNITY.—Subsection (b)(2)
of section 4 of the Diplomatic Relations Act
(22 U.S.C. 254c), as added by section 501 of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323), is amended by
striking ‘‘of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Foreign Relations”
and inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations’.

(f) WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG PoOLICY
COMMISSION REPORT.—Section 602(c) of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign
Affairs’’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign
Relations’’;

SEC. 3. PEACEKEEPING TRAINING.

Section 301 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-323) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘enhance
the discovery’ and inserting ‘‘investigate al-
legations’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ade-
quately respond to complaints about such of-
fenses by carrying out swift and effective
disciplinary action against the personnel”’
and inserting ‘‘appropriately hold account-
able personnel’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘¢, includ-
ing compensation to victims, as appropriate”’
after ‘‘responses to such offenses’’;

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘any in-
dividual who commits an act’ and inserting
“personnel who are found to have committed
acts’; and

(3) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘note-
worthy”’.

SEC. 4. QUALIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS SECRETARY GENERAL.

Section 310 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-323) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“The de-
scriptions referred to in subsection (a) shall
include the following elements’” and insert-
ing “In addition to the descriptions referred
to in subsection (a), each such candidate
shall be urged to describe the following’’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘such 17
and inserting ‘‘such agenda’’.

SEC. 5. POLICY REGARDING THE UNITED
TIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.

Section 311(a)(2) of the Department of
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114-323) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; or”
and inserting a semicolon; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘“‘(E) which has been designated as a Tier 3
country in the annual Department of State
Trafficking in Persons Report under the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000
(22 U.S.C. 7107); or

‘(F') which is identified as having failed to
prevent or address gross violations of human
rights in the annual Department of State

NA-
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Human Rights Report under the Foreign As-

sistance Act of 1961 and the Trade Act of

1974.”.

SEC. 6. COMPARATIVE REPORT ON PEACE-
KEEPING OPERATIONS.

Section 313 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-323) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘“‘and the Committees on
Appropriations of the Senate and the House
of Representatives’ after ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’;

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;”’;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the
following new paragraph:

“(2) an assessment of the operational,
structural, and doctrinal differences between
the military and civilian infrastructures of
the United States and United Nations and
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and’’.

SEC. 7. LATERAL ENTRY INTO THE FOREIGN
SERVICE.

Section 404(a) of the Department of State
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-323) is amended by striking ‘‘out-
standing”’.

SEC. 8. COMBATING INTOLERANCE.

The section heading of section 419 of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by

striking <“ANTI-SEMITISM’’ and inserting
“INTOLERANCE”.
SEC. 9. TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING

COMPLETION OF WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION
REPORT.

Section 603(f)(1) of the Department of State
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-323) is amended by striking ‘‘section
362’ and inserting ‘‘section 602(c)”’.

SEC. 10. BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS.

Section 703(b)(2) of the Department of
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114-323) is amended by striking ‘‘any
significant restructuring,”.

SEC. 11. RANSOMS TO FOREIGN TERRORIST OR-
GANIZATIONS.

Section 709(a) of the Department of State
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-323) is amended by inserting ¢, to
the extent practicable,”” before “transmit’’.
SEC. 12. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT.

Section 613 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law
107-228, 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), as amended by
section 715(b)(1) of the Department of State
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-323), is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “IN GEN-
ERAL’ and inserting the following: ‘‘POL-
ICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—"’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as para-
graph (2) and moving such paragraph, as so
redesignated, two ems to the right; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“‘(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually
thereafter until December 31, 2021, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on—

‘(1) the steps taken by the President and
the Secretary in accordance with subsection
(a)(1); and
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‘“(2) the status of any discussions between
the People’s Republic of China and the Dalai
Lama or his representatives.”.

————
CONGRATULATING THE STUDENTS,
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND

LEADERS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
FOR MAKING ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
148, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 148) congratulating
the students, parents, teachers, and leaders
of charter schools across the United States
for making ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and supporting the ideals and goals
of the 18th annual National Charter Schools
Week, to be held May 1 through May 5, 2017.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 2,
2017

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 2;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of
the Clayton nomination, with the time
until 12:30 p.m. equally divided in the
usual form; further, that the Senate re-
cess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. to
allow for the weekly conference meet-
ings; finally, that all time during re-
cess, adjournment, morning business,
and leader remarks count postcloture
on the Clayton nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent

148) was
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that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
the Senator from Florida, Mr. NELSON.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Florida is recog-
nized.

———

GULF OF MEXICO OIL DRILLING
MORATORIUM

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, there
has been a longstanding question of
whether there would be drilling for oil
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico off of the
State of Florida.

This had been settled in law 10 years
ago. Then, my colleague Senator Mel
Martinez and I passed a portion of leg-
islation called GOMESA. That portion
of the legislation put the drilling off of
Florida in the eastern Gulf—everything
east of a north-south line called the
Military Mission Line, which is a line
running south of approximately Fort
Walton Beach—everything east of that
is off limits in law to any kind of oil
drilling activity, along with the re-
mainder of the coast of Florida; 125
miles from the coast going all the way
over to Pensacola and to the Perdido
River, which is the Alabama-Florida
line.

The reasons for this are many, but
not the least of which is called the
Military Mission Line. That area of the
Gulf off of Florida is the largest testing
and training area for the United States
military in the world. Compared to
other testing ranges, such as the Ne-
vada Test Site—it dwarfs that site. As
we can see, from north to south, we
have ranges as far as 300 miles from
east to west. For example, off of
Naples, F1L, all the way west to the
Military Mission Line is approximately
250 miles. That has been needed by our
U.S. military because of the testing
and training.

It has been doubted over the years as
the relentless pursuit of oil drilling by
the oil industry has tried to erode into
that, and that is why, in a bipartisan
way, Senator Martinez and I put in law
for the period of years through 2022,
from when we passed this back in 2006,
it off limits.

The question is, What is coming
afterward? Well, of course if it is up to
the Department of Defense, there will
be no oil drilling activity. That is what
I wanted to bring to the attention of
the Senate today.

Two previous Secretaries of Defense
in Republican administrations, includ-
ing Secretary Rumsfeld, have written
letters to state the policy that any oil-
related activity in that testing and
training range would be incompatible
with the mission of the testing and
training of the U.S. military.

The reason I am bringing this to the
attention of the Senate today is that a
letter signed by the Acting Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness has just come into my pos-
session. A gentleman named Mr. A.M.
Kurta writes:
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